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leftter to:

Aboul J"J.x yeal‘J' ag0, I Saw f‘l.\f womah —71.Ve o lecture on rAe weSt
CoaSt. 1 f‘ouyﬁ’ She was dyham!t’e - o Stellar J'lneo.ﬁaf J'f/‘mxy womah, wlft’ fun-

hy, H"‘eVa/‘ehf "e/ehfleff/y lhfei/acfua/ ahdf comPaJ"fwhafa - wad my ‘efo..
when I A1 Seovered She was faac‘lhy a course of M_LT, I encolled, I was ecStalic,
Her course condummaled ofl of my academic deSireS, It wad aweSome,

AT - IS o trained Lacanian P\fycAoahaiy\ff, I was curious ghout w‘at She
wottld Say about the latterS I was writing, In her of fice hours, F polnfad
out to me Fhat rAey were oddly arotic and hM:  “You're writing theSe fetters,
telling paople what fo do - do tA'S| do that | bark like o dog, St up ete. .. ”
ware har word3, This In Fact incited ma to run with the pro ject and make really
Frun'ehr letters, 43 She pornted this out to me, I wanted to honor her by writ-
Ing her o latter in turn,  pfter oll, I Falt tht J"Ae had really Aa/fuac{ 7% Lirth
to f’Aa fojecf _Lm not Sure 1f 1t In the end this wad Such o 700:{ tdea ., , .



marisa jahn
mail I
I

tel 011.415.254.9151
fax 011.800.867.2839
e hello@marisajahn.com

to:
Professor [ IIENENGIGE

March 10, 2006

Dear N
I’'m writing to ask for your complicity.

As someone whose academic work examines the affective relations people have with objects, we
share an interest in the psychic dimensions of material substrate. In your office hours the other
day, we discussed this in relation to the letters I've been writing to people (such as this one). You
brought to my attention a few things. First, these letters function as transitional objects: objects
which | identify as part of myself and experience in a sensory dimension. Second, you brought
my attention to the fact that in making demands on others (‘do this, do that’, ‘stand up’, ‘bark like
a dog’, etc.), my propositions become erotic, and the letters function as a fetish.

In class this semester you’ve mentioned several times your pleasure in writing—a delight which |
too share. So here’s what | ask you to do: take this letter, turn it over, and use it as scratch
paper; scrawl, sketch, doodle...as you wish.

If you choose to send correspondence or evidence/documentation it would bring me great
pleasure.

Warm Regards,

i
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Marisa
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AFter 1 Sent the latter, rA;'hys Started 7ert;hy o Mttle Strange. To keep

track of wAat’ wod "Ga/, I Leyah /feef)l-hy a_ /07,..

3/%/0¢: 1 70 to —’J' of Fice Aouri, I tell her o Fow I dead For my
Final mid-term and Final pope’ that I've been COhII.c{efJ.hy, I mentron Ehat I have
written o Jetter to El‘!.)é Demal.he’ the comPufo.fJth ol‘l.yaml. exPe/‘f ol MLT’ whare
1 ofk Aim to transForm the letter 1nto ol'J.yam}., -Pi.ckf up on this ahd
FellS me f‘o.l" there 15 ah e/‘ofihc c{l.mehﬂ.m\ to f‘e letter: "rhS s o welhl‘c{ f‘l.hy
yoU ara doing. You are adking Someone Fo Stand up, bark i1k o dog, do FAIS, do
f‘at’, efe, 7 1 ‘ac{ not uhf).I f‘af Po}.ht /‘ea.l/y cohf).c{e/‘ec{ f‘e Shm undertones of
f‘e F"ojécl", pure, _Llc’ cohJ‘J.c{el‘ec{ the c{l.mehJ'I.OhJ' of Powe/‘, I /‘eo.//y ‘ac{ not
condi derad the arotic At mendiond of my work, That c{qy’ 1 went back to my Studro
and decided that 1 would explore tA'S Further  without canSoring mySalf and
Feo./'l.hy confezluehce, I Started c{rofﬁhy o lefter to -J.h which the letter
1tSelf carcied out the Skm undertones that She had 'n Fact Suggestad fo me, I
Falt I wat acfuo.ll..zl.hy o Al.hc{ of counter-tronsference, This Seemed Lo be the
moSt dangeroud or deStructive of the latters I could ;'may:'he wr;'t’;'hy,

3//4—/@6‘ I wl‘l.fe Send my leltter to -’ qccowff;qm.ec’ 1’)’ a C.{J.J"P?J’a[,le (fg.me.fo.,
L do not want the letter refu/‘hec{}- what I want 15 to See or !magine Sealng i)
ffahfpofmatl.vh,

3/21/06: L g0 To class. L Foar that - will take my lattor, turn it over iy
cIo.J\f, ohd write on 1S Lac)é; I would Le 1S Ohly witheds For the of‘eﬁf 40 not
know, - does not mentlon o f‘lhhy’ hor In the J’ul,J'erlllehf amal [$ She SendS me
/‘eyal‘c{).hy cladS-relat ed P"ojech",

3/28 /¢ 1 turn in my First dqraft of my paper to - The paper IS about
the lattarS I have been writing, In this paper I mantion avery letter I Aave
written of that point In time aycept the lattar I have written to [ wher L
turn In the aSay, I do not Include the latters, I only Aint of Fhem,

4’/4/967- fuygef” L do o book report on Victor Turner, her mantor of the
whoSe contribution to the Field of
'S the J.hVeJ’t').yat').oh of _’ It SeamS that Sha /s J'Pecl.f?l.caﬁy o.J‘J‘i'ym'hy it

to me...



4’/.6/964' L ."aad _'J' w""fl.hyf about - L.t’lJ‘ fafcilha.f’.hy.
Mlhd—blowlhy, I f/'y to 7ef Someone efSe Lo read 1t oo, I 71Va 1t b OI)Ver’ my
Studio-male, o raad 1E. Olver 15 aboul to g0 clrmb o mounlarn and Cemove 115 Top
with AiS Fwin brother s 1t Seams reolly relavant, Later L talk about liminality in
the clasS 1 Share with my Siy other Studi'o mateS and profesSors, with whom 1
feel rlufl’e cloSe, May a’e alSo c‘afﬁhy my progreds with this -"/a”'e/‘,

4711/06: 1w clasS, 1 discuss NN 7/c class 4/Scussion turns to

o cghVa/‘J'at'J on aboul wr;t’;hy Ihclass 1 Aave PrawouJ‘/y c{;J‘CuJJ‘gd my Owh
FleaJ‘ure Ih w/'lflhy Ih feac{lhy ahd Ih raa41h7 thoSe who Share tAIS pieo.J‘ura as
well. 4 deSire Mﬁﬂly‘ ref raction, Somehow I yof to c{JJ"cu“"Jhy that oF o /élc{,
L woS o prelt, good] wf!'faf, ahd would ‘e/lp my mot her with o"yahl.zilhy her /1.700,
Fl.lll.hy out Forms and wrfl’fhy har 'of Ficial corraS poncence, L am AaW.hy Some
kind of ravelation In cla$S. It takeS Form oS an outburst, At the Same time,
c’aCOhfextuo./}.?_ec{, it Feel$ o bLit ‘/\fl’/‘fohfc, I don't FArnk It 1S that extreme, J
al$o know I Feel FhS Self-cenSure l,acaUJ'e’ waH’ my f?o.ml.ly doasn't talk about

oI mi ol Yon,

ment1onS In claSS that She too would £ilI out Fofmf, write letters and
Fill out Forms For har mother, pha uses Loth axampled to iljustrote Lacan's
Meo"y of the F‘a”“f and Fhe lack: the c‘l./:l IS weaned From the mother of the
undar and Fhrough the Fathar's 'no' the law. The child aftempts to 1)l the
mothar's Jack through adopting the rame and the law of the Father. For Lacan, the
child attempts to Fulfill EhiS fack through the symbolic Clanguage). [+
rﬁaf my InfereSt 1n /ahyuaye '3 Pé"‘ap\f o maand Fo Fill this lack, IFf yoH Luy oll
Lhol,

At this pornt, L am Stil] in the process of m zumé Self-revelotion,

Taiklhy aloud 1 mention Fhot tA1S IntereSt In /ahyuaye ahd 07 der 15 Flo.yed out
p/‘ofei‘ﬂohally that 1 make my monay from 07 gan! 2/ hg ot her lpevplei' hives,
Bl - o me, in class, ”xeauy? Do you really do all that kind of Stuff?"

L Said, "YeS. You wouldn't beliave how good L am, Quick and of ficiant - jou
Should See my databates, 7

She a3 pond3, ‘alf*falh'hy to ‘ef‘J‘ahc, well 1 juit can't ‘ellp rAl.h)él.hy that 1
have all kindS of work that I could hire you Lo co. Bul 1 won't ask you unts} yoH
al e ;J.N.J‘Aec{ l,ellhy my J'fuclahf,”
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TowardS the end of class, - J‘uHeJ‘N that 1 Should write my Pa/.ve/‘ aboul
LAIS Filling out Forms )fo/‘ my, mothar.  I'm amtSed. Be'hg o Lacanlah Eralned

7 Y j
FIYC‘QahalyIt I yueJ‘J‘ nalural f‘g,f J“a wotld wanl me Lo w/‘}t'a aboul my mot"e/‘
and aboul lahyua‘:]e.

5/09/0¢: I 7(7 to -'J‘ of Fice hours to talk about m>, paper. I have 1t I mind
f‘at' I am 90’ ng to write o poper about the laffe/"-wflflhy Pf‘ojecf I am wofklhy
Start to ey /alh r‘at' am o}h to w/'}t'a ITs ad YNy we’ e ah lhfe/‘Wew
- L P §o'rg
Lefweeh her (-) ahd m MH:~ In other wordS, my pape’ wotld Iwvolve Fwo
cllffoclafec{ VolcaJ' - f‘e )CH‘J'I" Pe/‘foh"flh ular Volce (”"Y Owh Vo}ca) ahd a f‘}/‘;’
perIon objecfwe Pa/‘J‘Peche Cwhich would be the voice of the P\fycAoahaIy\fr, or

Aa/‘),

-:'hterrupm She touchaS my arm and LallS ma, Starnly but gently,
”Ma"lfa TAIJ‘ IRy juff o lpaFa/‘ A4 30 page FaPe/‘ _Lff not f‘o.f c{)FF:cult’ Gel
o i/‘} i 7 J"a /oo)éf me Jh f‘a eye ahd /'ePeo.fJ' 16el o 7flp "1 feo.hza

; doed not wanl Fo P/ay y game: no meand ho,

5/16/%¢: 1 prefent my Final poper Ih cladS t’oday. She loveS the i’opl.c and FellS
me Lo )éealp l.h fouc‘,



