
76

Robbie and Kim are these friends in mine in Los Angeles who are super duper 
California healthy types.  They’re great.  They even grow their own vegetables and 
compost everything.  I really appreciate this extra effort and hoped my letter 
could become part of their lives.  Well, I’m still waiting to hear back from them 
about my request for a letter burial.

Robbie Herbst 
& Kim Varella

letter to:



 Robbie and Kim ended up being too busy for my letter.

marisa jahn 
mail One Kendall Square

#170
Cambridge MA 02139, USA

tel 011.415.254.9151
fax 011.800.867.2839
e hello@marisajahn.com 

to:
Robbie Herbst and Kim Varella
3424 Council Street
Los Angeles, CA 90004
213-386-4641
slowtractor@hotmail.com

April 19, 2006

Dear Robbie and Kim:

I’m writing to ask for your complicity. 

I am an art-maker whose work often takes form as letters and correspondence such as this. In 
these letters, I ask others to transform the letter based on the letter’s physical properties.  As a 
couple who compost your waste to fertilize your garden, I imagine you must also share this 
fascination and pleasure in watching the familiar metamorphosize.  Indeed, there is something 
both uncanny and comforting in witnessing an extension of yourself absorb into a larger system.  

And as we both understand our respective work as a kind of alimentation for the environment, I 
hope you will empathize a specific request.  So here’s what I ask of you: take this letter, whose 
carbon-rich properties I’m sure you know well, and include it in your compost bin. Conjoined, 
words and waste can nourish another.

If you choose to send correspondence or evidence/documentation it would bring me great 
pleasure.  

Warm Regards,

Marisa 


