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k/‘eh I £irst Aeo./‘cl het S f‘at’ I was o.ccepfac{ Info the ViSual ACES P/‘oy/‘o.m ol
MIT, I was elofed. I would be Surrounded by a whole new crop of }.htefe\frllhy

people.

T‘at' Same wee)é’ f‘a TueJ‘c{o.y ,pc).ehca ,pecl"l.oh ("”y FaVo/‘).fe J‘acf}.oh) of f‘a lTAa
New York TimeS' Feotured the work of Erik Demalim the comlpufahlmx v/‘l'yami' ax-
Fa/‘f who, of the age of 22, waS MLT'S joungast rahur“; Fr,,feu,,r Concurcently,

y best fflem:{ had Seen o Tl/ J‘peclal abott how N AP A was emFloyJ hg 07 gam!
exPerN to c{aé‘zyh the foldmy wmyi‘ of Satellites. For me and my Fr;ahci Erik
Demal he ep! Fom! 2ed MIT.
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When L £1St got to MIT L wrote E71k o latter and Aandad 1t to him In parSon,

After wa}‘rl‘hy 0h ec’ya For Several monthS with no f'aJ‘Por.J‘a’ I mad led a Fecond
lelter dl./‘acfiy to ‘).J' of)cl.ce,

S o andwer,

L Sent my Final one 1n March 2004,



marisa jahn
mail
I

tel 011.415.254.9151
fax 011.800.867.2839
e hello@marisajahn.com

to:

Erik Demaine

Advisor, OrigaMIT (MIT Origami Club)

MIT Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory
32 Vassar Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

(617) 253-6871

edemaine@mit.edu

March 10, 2006

Dear Erik:
I’'m writing to ask for your complicity.

As you know, my artwork often takes form as letters and correspondence such as this—likewise,
as a person renowned for your work in the field of computational origami, much of your work
begins from the manipulation of paper. | imagine that we must share an intimacy with this
medium and take pleasure in its mastery.

So here’s what | ask of you: transform this piece of paper. In a previous letter | wrote to you, |
suggested you fold it as origami. However, when | ran into your father the other day, he
mentioned that hesitated to reply because you were considering a different kind of augmentation
which you apprehended was in appropriate. | am guessing that you are thinking about an interest
you vocalized when we met briefly at CAVS in Fall 2005—to expand the project to include an
ongoing number of collaborators, thus rendering moot the relationship between tenure and
collaborators in academia. | suppose | should explicitly tell you that | would be delighted in any
liberties you take. In other words, I relinquishing control without expectations; you take over.

If you choose to send correspondence or evidence/documentation it would bring me great
pleasure.

Warm Regards,

'
L »'j:r.f’;ﬁ’- ™, rfer- :

Marisa
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Done

» @ CL
Martin Demaine
Artist-in- Residence mthe Department of Flscimical Enpndsnng and Compiater Soisnce
Technical Instructor in the Deparoment of Materials Science and Engmesring, Glasy Lab
Wisiting Scientist m the Computes Samer and Asthaal lnteligeee Lab
Member of the Theary of Compueation group
Miassachipes [nshbme of 1 acknology
Papers -- Puzzles - Book
Junkvard Art: The Art of Recycling
Building with Books
Exploring Gaudi's World

=

Now Er1k Demalne'S Li'oyfo.p‘y 18 Interest J'hy, A% o kid, he wad Schoolad by his
dad Ma’fy ('J'Mtxye above) on the “oad af f‘éy travelled f"’o“y‘ouf North Amﬁf"ca.
T‘ey wele Zw'fe cloSe, and worked foyeh{ef of MIT. Occaﬂ'omlly 1'd See them
l’o_,]ef‘ef but more often than not I'd run into Mo.ffy alone, We would Occa‘“’Oha”y
c‘al’, ahd he Fnaw aboul the laetters I'd Sent to s Son, He would afSure me f‘af
he would mention J'omat%!'hy to £71k and Follow up on my behalf, 0;\/), L Stil} never

rece!Ved o fGJPOhJG,

A mo)\f" /afef, I adked Mo./‘f), IF Ae wolld Cin ffl.)él-f J'fao.c{), alter my letter,
After oll, Maffy wad o compufafl.o;\ ofi'yamf expert too, I let Aim know that he
Aac’ the Ifl,effy to de ahyf‘l'hy he wahled fo the letter,



marisa jahn
mail I
I

tel 011.415.254.9151
fax 011.800.867.2839
e hello@marisajahn.com

to:

Martin Demaine

MIT Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory
32 Vassar Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

(617) 253-6871

mdemaine@mit.edu

April 25, 2006

Dear Martin:

I’'m writing to ask for your complicity.

When we last ran into each other in the 77 Mass Ave. foyer with Andrea Frank, we talked about
how wonderful it would be if you would transform this letter in place of your son Erik. From what |
read on the ‘Building with Books’ section of your website, | see that we both share a fascination in
the de-sacralization of language, whose authority we subvert through the manipulation of its
physical form. This is evident to me in the furniture you’ve built from books which put the written
word literally to use in functional forms.

And so | hope you will accept my invitation/solicitation. So here’s what | ask of you: transform this
letter. You are invited to take creative license and liberty.

If you choose to send correspondence or evidence/documentation it would bring me great
pleasure.

Warm Regards,

ffﬂ%-;—ﬁ (:):___.

Marisa
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