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curriculum vitae


Education 


2007
MS in Visual Studies, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) (2005-7); coursework at Harvard University

2005
B.A – Double major in Fine Art & Cultural Geography, University of California, Berkeley (2000)  

Curatorial & Art Director Experience 


Since 2000, I have been involved as a curator, organizer, and artistic director of several start-up initiatives — each have built comprehensive experience in non-profit leadership from curating exhibitions, conducting scholarly research, editing, fundraising, grantwriting, donor cultivation, human resource recruiting, liaising with various boards, the external community, and more. 

From 2000-2008, with artist Steve Shada, I co-founded Pond: art, activism, and ideas, a gallery-based non-profit organization dedicated to showcasing experimental art. During this time we curated over 33 exhibitions and 200 events in San Francisco, Estonia, Croatia, Calgary, Vancouver, Toronto, and small towns throughout the San Andreas Valley.  In 2009, I shifted focus towards exclusively socially-engaged art, design and pedagogy and with artist Stephanie Rothenberg and educator Rachel McIntire, initiated REV- (www.rev-it.org). REV- has largely focused on embedding artists seeking to produce contextually-relevant work from within industries, government, and electoral politics. In 2010, I began working as the Executive and Creative Director of People's Production House, a journalism and media arts institute that teaches low-wage workers, immigrants, and youth to produce compelling, ground-breaking stories that are seen and heard by millions who visit cultural venues (museums) where they see our work on display or see our work broadcast on PBS Newshour, BBC, NPR, New York Times, and local independent media outlets such as The Nation, Democracy Now!, Mother Jones, and more. Integrating my background in education, creative media, and community organizing, People's Production House in 2011 become a vibrant media arts hub whose journalism program, Newsmotion, integrates civic media, public art, and documentary reportage. 

Curatorial & Public Art Projects  

· New Day New Standard: An Audio-Telephony-Enabled Talk Show about the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights

Role: Artistic Director & Project Initiator 

Partnering Organizations: Domestic Workers United, MIT Center for Civic Media, Urban Justice Center, National Employment Law Project, Jews for Racial and Economic Justice (New York State, 2012)

A public art project and audio talk show accessible by web and telephone that informs nannies and their employers about the new labor laws in New York State. Written as a play, 'New Day New Standard' involves a humorous and informative banter between the fictional Miss Know-It-All and Christine Lewis, a real-life nanny whose charisma landed her a spot on the Colbert Report. 

· Legend of El Bibliobandido 

Role: Lead Artistic Director & Project Initiator 

Partnering Organizations: Un Mundo (Honduras, 2010)

Exhibiting Venue: El Museo del Barrio 

An ongoing public art and literacy project that involves a masked bandido (or thief) that terrorizes little kids in the village of El Pital Honduras, unless they offer him their stories.

· Ticketing Jessica Lappin

Role:  Creative Director 

Partnering Organizations: Street Vendor Project of the Urban Justice Center (New York City, 2010)

A creative campaign that involved the public in giving tickets to Jessica Lappin, the New York City Councilmember who sought to unreasonably criminalize street vendors by revoking their licenses after receiving only 3 tickets in each year. The outcome? A victory! The defeat of the bill before it arrived to the public hearing at City Hall. 

· 10 sec 1 bayt

Role: Artistic Director & Project Initiator 

Partnering Organizations: Bactria Cultural Center, CEC Artslink (Kyrgyzstan, 2009) 

A public art competition for the best 10 second poem inspired by the Persian/Tajik tradition of the 2-line poem ('bayt') and the emergent art form developed by Tajiks whose cell phone plan includes the first 10 secs. for free.

· Companion

Role: Curator 

Exhibiting Venue: EFA Project Space at the Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts (New York City, Jan-March, 2010). 

Artwork by: Tom Bogaert, Cui Fei, J. Blachly & Lytle Shaw, Pablo Helguera, Sarah Oppenheimer with Edward Stanley, Karina Skvirsky, Yuken Teruya, Saya Woolfalk with Rachel Lears plus screening of ‘Bathing Babies in Three Cultures’ (1951) by Margaret Mead & Gregory Bateson.

· Kits for an Encounter

Role: Curator 

Exhibiting Venue: Western Front (Vancouver, 2007). 

Artwork by: Azra Aksamija, Steven Brekelmans, Limor Fried, Max Goldfarb, Janice Kerbel, Lize Mogel, Vahida Ramujkic, Noam Toran, Judi Werthein  

· Unfurled: A Public Exhibition of Flags.

Role: Co-Curator 

Exhibiting Venues: Pond (San Francisco, 2004); Galerii Y (Tartu, Estonia, 2005). 

Artwork by: Nene Tsuboi, Deric Carner, Elizabeth Beer & Brian Janusiak; Ann Chamberlain, Marc Cooley, Cheryl Coon, Harrell Fletcher, democratic innovation, Barbara Garber, Max Hattler, Reuben Lorch-Miller, Otto von Busch, Forster David Rudolph, Kevin Radley, Rigo, Mike Henry, Veronica de Jesus, Deric Carner, Jessica Hobbs & Sonya Blesofsky, Shannon Spanhake, Jackie Sumell, Jeannene Przyblyski for the San Francisco Bureau of Urban Secrets, Randall Sinner, Sirja Liisa Vahtra, Michael Swaine

· Shopdropping: Experiments in the Aisle. 

Role: Co-Curator 

Exhibiting Venues: Pond (San Francisco, 2005), The New Gallery (Calgary, 2006), Western Front (Vancouver, 2006). 

Artwork by: Emily Abendroth, Conrad Bakker, Michael Campbell & Coby Ellison, Center for Tactical Magic, Jo Cook, Jaime Cortez, Amy Franceschini, Marc Horowitz, Packard Jennings, Tomas Jonsson, Marijke Jorritsma and the Art Dept at the Boys & Girls Club of San Francisco, Robby Herbst, Steve Lambert, Lauren Marsden, Zoë Sheehan Saldaña, Shannon Spanhake, Biz Stone, Eva Strohmeier, The United Victorian Workers

· Invisible 5: an experimental audio tour of California's Interstate-5. Launch 

Role: Organizational Coordinator 

Exhibiting Venues: Southern Exposure (San Francisco, 2006), Strozzina Center for Contemporary Culture, part of the Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi, Florence, Italy (2009), Cubitt Gallery, London, UK (2011-12).

Artwork by: Amy Balkin, Kim Stringfellow, Bradley Angel, Tim Halbur/Greenaction, Pond

· This Way Please: Tours of the Everyday. 

Role: Co-Curator 

Exhibiting Venue: Pond, San Francisco (2004). 

Artwork by: Amy Franceschini & David Lu & Michael Swaine, Kate Pocrass & Patrick J. Kavanagh, Amy Balkin, Institute for Advance Architecture & Basekamp, San Francisco Bureau of Urban Secrets, Ricardo Rivera, Kathleen Quillian & Gilbert Guerrero, Larnie Fox, Matt Volla, Rachel Hertog

· A La Carte. 

Role: Co-Curator 

Exhibiting Venues: Pond (San Francisco), streets and public space (San Francisco), The San Francisco Asian Art Museum (2004). Artwork by over 69 San Francisco-based artists.  

· OneTrees

Role: Producer  

Venue: Pond (2003); Sanchez Art Center (2004), Berkeley Art Museum (2003), Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (2003). 

Artwork by: Natalie Jeremijenko

Additional exhibitions I co-curated at Pond, San Francisco from 2001-5 include: Free Mattress, Inside View, Sculptures (Sean Bluechel), Face 2 Face II Face, Seeing is Believing, Out of the Ground Into the Sky, Out of the Sky Into the Ground, Air Portugal 2, and more (a total of 33 exhibitions and 200 events from 2000-2008). 

Exhibitions of Artwork (select) 


Solo Exhibitions 

2009 
Hallowed – MIT Museum (Cambridge, MA)  

2008 
Half Laps & Overlaps – Camac (Marnay-sur-Seine, France) 

2004 
Imprint - Backroom Gallery, Adobe Books (San Francisco, CA) 


Group Exhibitions & Performances (select) 

2012
Carribean Show, El Museo del Barrio (New York City) – curator: Elvis Fuentes


'Regeneration', New York Hall of Science (New York City)  – curator: Steve Dietz and Amanda Parkes

2011
Museum Night, Center for Contemporary Art (Kaliningrad, Russia)


‘Food in Mind’ – Center for Book Arts (NYC) – curator: Nicole Caruth

2010
‘Shadowshop’ at San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (San Francisco) – curator: Stephanie Syjuco 

‘The Last Newspaper’ at The New Museum (NYC) – curators: Richard Flood, Benjamin Godsill, Mabel Wilson

‘Make:Craft’ at Ben Maltz Gallery, Otis College of Art and Design (Los Angeles) – curator: Patricia Watts

‘Recipes for an Encounter’ at Dorsky Gallery – curators: Berin Golonu and Candice Hopkins (New York, NY)

2009
WOW Pod at ‘Eyebeam Mixer’ – curator: Amanda Crowley (New York, NY)

2008
Zero One: a biennial of work on the edge – San Jose, CA


Volume Drawings – Western Front (Vancouver) – curator: Joanne Bristol 

Black Market Type – Articule (Montreal, Canada) – curator:  Joseph del Pesco

Interventionists Conference – UC Santa Cruz, CA – curator: Terri Cohn

SET – Knoxville Art Gallery, Knoxville, TN  

2007 
Arrivals/Departures - Stanica Kucevo, Serbia – curator: Noa Treister 
Locally Localized Gravity - Institute for Contemporary Art, Philadelphia – curator: Scott Rigby/Basekamp 
Medium As Message - Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (San Francisco) – curator: Joseph Del Pesco/Berin Golonu 

‘6’ – MIT Visual Arts Department Graduate Thesis Exhibition

101 Dresses - Artspace (New Haven, CT) – curated by Deinse Markonish & Linda Lindroth 
2006 
Interactive City - ISEA / Zero One Symposium – curator: Steve Dietz, Cynthia Taylor, Beau Takahara 

Lost Highway Expedition - Center for Advanced Visual Studies at MIT – curator: Azra Aksamija

Hybrid Fields - Sonoma County Museum of Art – curator: Patricia Watts 

Metro Pictures - The Moore Space (Miami, FL) – curator: Silvia Karman Cubina 

Metro Pictures Part 2 - Museum of Contemporary Art, North Miami (FL) – curator: Silvia Karman Cubina 

Seamless 2 - Museum of Science (Boston, MA) – curator: Christine Liu, Nick Knouf 

Abiko Marginal - Gallery Saoh & Tomos (Tokyo) – curator: MOKS with Ikezawa Takashi 

The LisTENING - Showa Kinen Park (Tokyo) – curator: Jos Pollard 
2005 
Istanbul Fragmented - Istanbul Fragmented/Biennale(Istanbul, Turkey) – curator: Otto von Busch, Evren Uzer 

Bay Area Now 4: SF Bay Area Biennial - Yerba Buena Center for the Arts – curator: Rene Guzman, Berin Golonu 

Feel At Home – 375 South Van Ness (San Francisco) – curator: María del Carmen Carrión and Joshua Pieper 
2004 
Connect the Dots - LeRoy Neiman Gallery, Columbia University (NYC) – curator: Basekamp 

The Interventionists - Museum of Contemporary Art (North Adams, MA) – curator: Nato Thompson, Greg Sholette 

A La Carte – San Francisco Asian Art Museum – curator: Pauline Yao

The Bay Area Show - Tangent Gallery (Detroit, MI) 

Curformers – New Langton Arts (San Francisco, CA) – curator: Marisa Olson 
2003 
Inside of Inside - The Lab (San Francisco, CA) 

War & Silence - Kearny St. Workshop (San Francisco, CA) – curator: Claire Light 

Making Ends Meet - Lucky Tackle (Oakland, CA) – curator: Adam Driggs-Rompel 

Element of Temporary - New Langton Arts (San Francisco, CA) – curator: Evelyn Funes 
2002 
Reading Room - Southern Exposure – curator: Ted Purves 
2001 
Monster Drawing Rally - Southern Exposure (San Francisco, CA) 
2000 
Understanding the Lotscape - Worth Ryder, University of CA (Berkeley) 
1999 
Honors Show - Worth Ryder Gallery, University of CA (Berkeley)

Vacation from Art - Worth Ryder Gallery, University of CA (Berkeley) 
1998 
W(rec)k Center - Worth Ryder Gallery, University of CA (Berkeley) 


Editorial Experience 


· Byproduct: On the Excess of Embedded Art Practices 

Editor: Marisa Jahn

Publisher: YYZ (Toronto), 2010. 

Launch: The New School (NYC), Postmasters Gallery (NYC), The Power Plant (Toronto)

Contributors: A Constructed World, Tejpal Ajji, Paul Ardenne (translated by Emmanuelle Day with Lisa Larson Walker), Artist’s Placement Group (Barbara Steveni/John Latham), Grant Arnold, Au Travail, Gina Badger & Adam Bobbette, Larry Bogad, Andrew Boyd, John Seely Brown, Maureen Connor, Joseph del Pesco, Peter Eleey, Kent Hansen/democratic innovation, Luis Jacob & Mr. Peanut (Vincent Trasov/John Morris), Michelle Jacques, Marisa Jahn, Janez Jans¹a, Tomas Jonsson, Billy Klüver, Experiments in Art & Technology (E.A.T.), Michelle Kuo, Lev Kreft, Adam Lauder, Kristin Lucas, Camille Turner, Mammalian Diving Reflex (Darren O’Donnell/Natalie de Vito), Steve Mann, Antanas Mockus, N.E.Thing Co. (Ingrid Baxter, IAIN BAXTER& ), Kathleen Pirrie Adams, Reverend Billy (William Talen/Savitri D.), John Searle, Michel Serres, Felicity Tayler, Merve Unsal, Pauline van Mourik Broekman & Josephine Berry, Stephen Wright, The Yes Men

· Recipes for an Encounter 

Editors: Marisa Jahn with Berin Golonu and Candice Hopkins.  

Publisher: Western Front (Vancouver), 2010. 

Launch: Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts (NYC), Southern Exposure (San Francisco), Free Gallery (Toronto), Emily Carr Bookstore (Vancouver)

Contributors: LIGNA, Janice Kerbel, Lisa Anne Auerbach, Sharif Waked & Molly Keogh, Francisco Ricardo, The Shakers of Enfield, Janice Kerbel, Max Goldfarb, Marisa Jahn, Matt Volla, Vahida Ramujkic, Noa Treister, Center for Tactical Magic, Kristina Lee Prodesva with Alan McConchie, Jaime O'Shea

· Where We Are Now: Locating Art & Politics in NYC. Issue #1: The Aesthetics and Politics of Intimacy. 

Editors: Marisa Jahn with Sofia Hernandez Chong Cuy. 

Launch :Parson’s/New School, 6/2009

Contributors: Svetlana Boym, Rene Gabri, Joseph Grima, Ed Halter, Jill Magid, Dave Rankin & Marisa Jahn, Mary Anne Staniszewski.

· Where We Are Now: Locating Art & Politics in NYC. Issue #2: Speculating on Change. 

Editors: Marisa Jahn with Carin Kuoni and Joseph Grima. 

Launch: Storefront for Art & Architecture (NYC), 9/2009

Contributors: Tom Angotti, Daniel Bozkhov, Melanie Crean and Sean Gourley, Marisa Jahn, Celine Condorelli, Brian Finoki, Andrew Ross, Mark Tribe, Benjamin Shepard, Merve Unsal with Carlos Motta.

· Where We Are Now: Locating Art & Politics in NYC. Issue #3: Aftermath.  

Editors: Berin Golonu and Marisa Jahn 

Launch: Bluestocking Bookstore 4/2010

Contributors: Johan Lundh, Gregory Sholette, Tina Gerhardt and Robert S. Eschelman, Alan Smart, Megawords, Taraneh Hemami, E. Tammy Kim, Maureen Connor, Oliver Ressler.


Lectures, Panels, Public Presentations 


· 'Art in the Public Realm', College of Art Association (Los Angeles), 2/25/2012 

· 'Basta! Mapping and Storytelling the World's Fastest Growing Occupation.' MIT Media Lab's Center for Civic Media (Cambridge, MA), 10/27/11

· 'Keynote Speech: On Embedded Art Practices', Homework (with Gregory Sholette and Temporary Services) at the Art Gallery of Ontario, 4/17/2011

· Book Launch: ‘Byproducts: On Embedded Art Practices’ (with Claire Bishop), the Power Plant (Toronto), 4/18/2011

· ‘Art Under Adverse Conditions,’ Transcultural Exchange (Boston, MA), 4/09/2011

· ‘Embedded Art Practices,’ Harvard University, Carpenter Center (Cambridge, MA), 4/7/2011

· ‘Advocacy Journalism’, panel at Newseum (Washington, DC) 3/1/2011

· ‘Social Engagement and Art’, panel presentation at College Art Association Annual Conference, 2/11/2011

· ‘In Through the Back Door’, Zero One/San Jose Biennial (moderated by Meredith Tromble), Leonardo Magazine and Zero One (San Jose, CA) 9/16/2010

· Book Launch: ‘On Embedded Art Practices’ (with Tom Finkelpearl, Carin Kuoni), New School (NYC) 12/10/2010

· ‘Book Launch: Recipes for an Encounter’ (with Berin Golonu, Candice Hopkins, Center for Tactical Magic, Matt Volla, Jerome Waag, Kristina Lee Podesva), Southern Exposure (San Francisco), Charles Scott Gallery/READ Books at Emily Carr University (Vancouver), and Free Gallery (Toronto)  

· Artists Talk at The Museum of Art in Bishkek & Osh, Kyrgyzstan; Sogd Cultural Center (Khojand, Tajikistan) and Bactria (Dushanbe, Tajikistan) 9/2009

· ‘Tech & Extimacy’, panel with Raimundas Malasaukas and Henry Jenkins, MIT Museum, (Cambridge, MA). 4/13/09 

· Panel with Reinhold Martin, Dorian Warren, Andrew Ross, and Mabel Wilson, Columbia University (NYC), 1/27/09

· ‘I, Interloper’, Red 76 Event at the ‘Democracy in America’ exhibition, Armory (NYC), 9/24/08

· 'Designs for Social Engagement', CHI (Florence, Italy), 4/10/08

· 'Collaboratives working between Art, Industry, & Science’, National Fine Arts Museum (Taichung, Taiwan), 8/24/2007  

· 'Social-Engagement & Art', Cultural Center (Kucevo, Serbia), 7/20/2007 

· 'Social-Engagement & Art', American Corner at the American Embassy (Belgrade, Serbia), 7/16/2007 

· 'Shopdropping: Experiments in the Aisle', Eyebeam (NYC), 2/10/2007 

· 'Interventions and Art in Daily Life', Western Front Gallery (Vancouver, BC), (curator: Joanne Bristol) 10/21/2006 

· Visiting Artist & Curatorial Talk', PostSovkhoz5, MoKS (curator: Evelyn Myrseup), (Mooste, Estonia), 2004 

· Visiting Artist and Curator, Mama (Croatia Zagreb), curator: Zeljko Blace 2003 

· Artist Talk at UC Berkeley Art Department, 2002

· 'Gear Heads', San Francisco Art Institute, 2001

· 'Inhabiting the Lotscape', Association of Literature and the Environment, University of East London (London, UK) 2000 

Guest Critic, Guest Lecturer, and Visiting Artist

· Harvard University, Cooper Union, MIT - Media Lab, MIT – Art, Culture, and Technology, New York Institute of Technology, Pratt, UC Davis, UC Berkeley, California College of Art, SF Art Institute, Columbia Graduate School of Architecture, Queens College, International Studio and Curatorial Program (ISCP), Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, Art Omi, Meridian Gallery, Parsons/New School, National Kaoshung University (Kaoshung, Taiwan), GamaLab/Gamania (Taipei, Taiwan)


Teaching Experience 

University-Level Teaching 

· Thesis Advisor, MIT. Media Lab, Tangible Media Group MS and PhD candidates (2007-8)

· Advisor/Teacher, new media workshop at the National Museum of Fine Arts in Tainan (2007, 2008)

· Teaching Assistant, MIT Visual Arts Program for Julia Scher, Intro to Sculpture (Spring 2006) 

· Teaching Assistant, MIT Visual Arts Program for Regina Moeller, Intro to Sculpture (Fall 2006)

· Lead Teacher, The Spatial Turn (undergrad elective), UC Berkeley (Spring 1999) 

K-12 Teaching & Curriculum Design (select)

Teacher & Curriculum Developer, Various, 1998 + 

· Developed and taught curriculum with emphasizing literacy through non-linguistic/non-text based activities, interdisciplinary approaches to art production, art as a form of social engagement, 2D and 3D multi-media art, Land Art/EarthWorks, the expanded field of drawing, literacy through bookmaking, youth media and journalism, and more. 

· Organizations: People's Production House/Newsmotion (2010-ongoing), Unesco/Isea/Zero One, Stanford Cantor Center for Art (2008), San Francisco Art Institute, Center for Urban Pedagogy, Oasis for Girls, NexMAP (2006-8), UnMundo, El Pital, Honduras (2008-10), National Boys & Girls Club (2003-4), Oasis for Girls (2004-2005), Meridian Gallery (2003-4), San Francisco Boys & Girls Club (9/2002-6/2004), Kids Take the Stage, Alameda, CA (Summer 2003), San Francisco Arts Education project (2002-3), San Diego Museum of Modern Art (Summer 1994)
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